Introduction to experimental methods in economics
Term paper

Objective: Conduct a conceptual replication of a selected experimental study. In the first step,
find a research paper (on any topic that interests you) from economics or psychology and
study it thoroughly. Next, design a similar experiment to test the research question addressed

in the

paper, collect data, analyze the results, draw conclusions, and write, submit, and

present your paper.

Step 1:

Team formation

You will work in teams of two or three.
Record team members in the following table:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1krBOMTHHmM1UfwyilbH8fUQ7LrQEosMfA

-k8eCXA Pqw/edit

Presentation of the research question, literature, and design

During the 4rd and 5th seminar, your teams will present for the first time,
specifically:

The paper you selected and its research question

The relevance of the research question — why it is important, why it is interesting,
why it should be studied, and what we can learn by answering it

A literature review consisting of 5—10 scientific articles most relevant to that
question and their findings

Your experimental design — how will you replicate the selected paper? What will
your experimental groups be? What will you measure, and how? Data collection
process — what exactly will you do, and how? What information will participants
receive, and what tasks will they perform?

Make sure to cite literature properly, in APA format. The simplest way is to find the
article on Google Scholar, click “Cite,” and copy the APA citation.

Also make sure the articles you cite are published in quality journals. You can check
each journal here: https://kanalregister.hkdir.no/en

A simple rule: If the journal is Level 2, it’s a top field journal. If it’s Level 1, it’s still a
quality journal and you may cite it. If the journal is neither Level 2 nor Level 1, it is
questionable, and you cannot use it.

Presentation of results

During the 12th and 13th seminar, your teams will present your results, specifically:
Research question

Design, very briefly

Data collection process — who, when, where, how? Feel free to include
photos/videos if you have them, to make it more engaging.


https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1krBOmTHHm1UfwyiIbH8fUQ7LrQEosMfA-k8eCXA_Pqw/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1krBOmTHHm1UfwyiIbH8fUQ7LrQEosMfA-k8eCXA_Pqw/edit
https://kanalregister.hkdir.no/en

Results:
o Start with short descriptive statistics
Then ideally in the form: hypothesis — test — result —interpretation
Go through all hypotheses in this way
Then you can show additional (exploratory) analyses
Don't forget appropriate, well-formatted tables and graphs — but only if they
are important for presenting results. No GRETL screenshots or similar
nonsense.
o Overall summary of results and insights, recommendations (i.e., what follows
from all this, what we learned, and what it is useful for)
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Step 4: Submission of term papers
The paper should consist of the following parts:

Abstract — short summary of the most important points (about half a page)
Introduction — brief presentation of the topic, motivation, and research question
(about 1-2 pages)

Brief literature review (relevant scientific articles, no Wikipedia or “random internet
sources”) and their relation to your study (2—3 pages). Write it as a narrative, not as
a list of what you’ve read.

Hypotheses and experimental design (2—3 pages). Write so that anyone reading it
will know exactly what you did, how you did it, and why you did it.

Description of data collection (1 page) — e.g., procedures, sample, etc.

Data analysis (3—4 pages) — start with descriptive statistics, then go through all
hypotheses one by one — for each: how you tested it, what the result was, and what
it means (interpretation). Then you may add exploratory analyses — findings in the
data not part of your hypotheses. Ideally also include some robustness analysis, e.g.,
regression. Add graphs where suitable, but only important ones connected to your
hypotheses. Please, no pie charts about gender composition of your sample or
similar nonsense.

Discussion and conclusions (1-2 pages) — what your results mean for practice and for
further research. What are the limitations of your research? What do you
recommend for future research?

List of references

Appendices — e.g., materials used, etc.

Rules for presentations

Every team member must present.

Reading from paper/phone/slides is forbidden.

Slides are optional but helpful. Use as little text as possible. Instead, use tables,
graphs, illustrations, etc.

Rules for term papers

Papers must be submitted via Turnitin by May 10, 23:59.
Only one team member submits for the entire team.

Class ID: 51814973, Enrollment key: BE2026

For each day late, 5 points will automatically be deducted.



