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Course Description

The course examines how economic phenomena can be studied using experimental methods.
It covers the process of developing research questions, formulating hypotheses, crafting
experimental designs, fine-tuning and conducting laboratory and field experiments, analyzing
the experimental data, inferring causal explanations and interpreting the results. The course
also discusses how experimental methods can be used as an effective tool for well-informed
public policies as well as managerial decisions.

Learning Objectives
1. Understand the importance and the methodology of experimental research in
economics.
2. Learn how to design and conduct laboratory and field experiments.
3. Learn how to analyze the experimental data and draw causal interpretations.
4. Understand how experiments can benefit public policies and managerial decisions.

Prerequisites
- Microeconomics
- Behavioral economics

Lectures

Lecture 1: Economics as an experimental science
Lecture 2: Research question and hypotheses
Lecture 3: Introduction to economic experiments
Lecture 4: Designing an experiment

Lecture 5: Conducting an experiment

Lecture 6: Experiment from a statistical perspective
Lecture 7: Statistic inference

Lecture 8: Statistical methods and tests

Lecture 9: Writing an experimental paper

Lecture 10: Tax compliance experiments |

Lecture 11: Tax compliance experiments Il / Guest lecture
Lecture 12: Test
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Seminars

Seminar 1: Introduction

Seminar 2: Research question

Seminar 3: Student presentations — research question and literature
Seminar 4: Student presentations — research question and literature
Seminar 5: Developing own experimental design

Seminar 6: Student presentations — experimental design

Seminar 7: Student presentations — experimental design

Seminar 8: Stylized laboratory experiments

Seminar 9: Stylized laboratory experiments

Seminar 10: Stylized laboratory experiments

Seminar 11: Student presentations — term paper

Seminar 12: Student presentations — term paper

Seminar 13: Term paper consultations

Grading

e Test (during last lecture) — max 30 points

e Presentation of research question and literature (seminar 3 and 4) — max. 5 points

e Presentation of experimental design (seminar 6 and 7) — max. 5 points

e Presentation of term paper (seminar 11 and 12) — max. 10 points

e Term paper — max. 50 points

e Seminars 8, 9 and 10 will include a couple of stylized experiments, for which
students can earn extra points (on average 5 points per student).

A: 90 points and above
B: 80-89 points

C: 70-79 points

D: 60-69 points

E: 50-59 points

F: less than 50 points
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